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a man of no genius, he had not received from
nature the power of invention, nor had he been
trained in early life in the higher department of
the art. He devoted himself to the making of
busts, and succeeded greatly in those of men, but
not equally in those of women. The latter wanted
elegance and grace.
On the 13th of October, 1822, the great and good
Canova died at Venice; many were those who
suffered by his loss; to the needy students he
liberally gave money, and to all, valuable instruc-
tion. I received constant lessons from him for five
years.
In the beginning of this year I began to model
my group of Psyche and Zephyrs which my
Master had encouraged me to execute. In the
winter of that year Sir George Beaumont came to
Rome; at that time my clay group was much
advanced and Canova sent Sir George to see it.
The old gentleman came and returned again
frequently. At length he asked me what would be
the price of the group in marble. I said that I
would put a moderate price and let him know.
The next time he came to my studio I was
prepared, and named the price of seven hundred
pounds; he then ordered the group in marble, to
my great delight.
Canova and Sir George sent most of the great
people then in Rome to see the group. Sir George